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Unemployment rates increase in almost 60% of the regions 
The unemployment rate in the Community as a whole (excluding the 5 new Landers of the 
F.R. of Germany and the French D.O.M.) went up from 8.4% in April 1990 to 8.8% in April 
1991 mainly due to the increases in unemployment in Belgium, France, Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. Almost 60% of the regions suffered increases in their unemployment rates in 1991; 
particularly large increases occurred in the southern regions of the U.K. ( rates in the South 
East and South West rose around 3 percentage points), and the central English regions 
(Yorkshire and Humberside, East and West Midlands and East Anglia) who experienced 
increases of between 1.5 and 2 percentage points). Increases in the regions of Molise (I),and 
Valencia and Rioja (E) were also significant. In France, unemployment rates increased in the 
majority of regions rising above 10% in Auvergne and in the coastal regions (except those in 
the north west). In the F.R. of Germany unemployment rates fell in all the old German 
Landers except West Berlin. 
Although the regional rates converged slightly towards the Community average there are still 
regions with rates higher than 15% in Spain (Extremadura and most of the coastal regions: 
Asturias, Cantabria, Pais Vasco, Comunidad Valenciana, Murcia, Andalucía, Ceuta y Melilla 
and Canarias), in the south of Italy (Campania, Puglia, Basilicata, Calabria, Sicilia and 
Sardegna), in Ireland and in Northern Ireland. 
Unemployment rates, between April 1990 and April 1991, increased mainly for men (from 
6.6% to 7.1%) remaining stable for women. This relative approach between the rates for men 
and women, also occurred in the majority of the regions being more pronounced in the F.R. 
of Germany. Female unemployment rates, rose in more than 55% of the Community regions, 
(including all the Portuguese), although in all regions of the F.R. of Germany rates fell. One 
out of eight Community regions (all in Spain and Italy) had female unemployment rates bigger 
than 20%. The same proportion (mainly from the F.R. of Germany) had rates of less than 5%. 
The youth unemployment rate in the Community, increased by almost the same proportion as 
the total, rising from 16.1% in April 1990 to 16.7% in April 1991, and reversing the clear 
downward trend of recent years. At regional level the existing disparities remain the highest 
of all categories (sex,age). Italy and Spain are the countries most affected by youth 
unemployment (almost half of the Italian and the Spanish regions). Furthermore, Campania, 
Basilicata, Calabria and Sicilia (I), and Ceuta y Melilla (E) have youth unemployment rates 
higher than 50%. 
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METHOD USED FOR THE CALCULATION OF REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
1. Starting point, the Community labour force survey (LFS) 
The definition of unemployment used in the LFS corresponds to that of the International Labour Office, 
according to which a person is regarded as unemployed if, during the reference period, he/she was aged 
14 years or over, without work, actively seeking work and immediately available for work. This 
definition agreed upon by the 13th International Conference of Labour Statisticians can differ 
significantly from those used by national administrations.The LFS survey, carried out in spring every 
year provides:for each Member State, the number of unemployed broken down by sex and age (under 25 
years - 25 years and over), thus four categories in all;for each region, the working population broken 
down into the same categories. 
The most recent LFS data available are for: 
1989 for the F.R.Germany, Ireland and the Netherlands; 
1991 for Italy; 
1990 for other Member States. 
2. Updating of unemployment and working population 
The updating of the number of unemployed according to the four categories provided by the labour force 
survey is done in two stages: 
A. Adjustment to the month of April of the results provided by the last available survey according to the 
trend of the number of persons registered at employment offices; 
B. Updating of these results according to the trend of the number of persons registered at employment 
offices. For Spain and Portugal, the figures are updated with the results of the quarterly national labour 
force survey in conjunction with data on the number of persons registered at employment offices. The 
LFS results are not updated for Greece. 
The working population is calculated by adding these estimated unemployment figures to the 
employment data provided by the most recent LFS data available. 
3. Regional breakdown of unemployment and working population 
The estimated unemployment data for April for each category and for each Member State, are 
regionalized based on the number of persons registered at employment offices for April of the same year. 
The regional unemployment structure is taken from : 
the 1990 and 1991 Community LFS for Spain and Italy; 
the 1990 Community LFS for Portugal. 
The data for working population are regionalized according to the results of the Community LFS. 
4. Calculation of unemployment rates 
The unemployment rates are obtained by dividing the number of unemployed in April 1990 or 1991 by 
the corresponding figures of working population. 
5. Revision 
The regional unemployment rates will be revised when the results of the LFS survey for the reference 
year become available. 
D - Data relate to the territory of the F.R. Germany and of Berlin according to their boundaries 
before 3 October 1990. 
GR - no data is available for 1991, the maps therefore refer to 1990 data. 
F - no data is available for the DOM due to the fact that the LFS is not yet carried out in these 
regions. 
NL - no data is available for 1991, the maps therefore refer to 1990 data. For 1990 national rates 
were estimated by Eurostat. Regional estimates were calculated adjusting CBS (ILO) rates to 
the Eurostat national rates. 
